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Aren’t the web and the internet the same thing ? 

Contrary to what many people think, the web is not the internet, but a subset of it, one of 
the numerous services/applications that run on the internet superhighways. The images to 
keep in mind are : wires, for the internet,   an information library, for the web. 

More precisely :  

 
INTERNET  WEB  

 Wire  & telecom  devices Information Library 

Definition The worldwide network of 
interconnected computers 
linked by telecom devices 
and computer programs 

The worldwide collection of digital 
multimedia documents called 
webpages, linked between each other 
through menus & hyperlinks 

Made of  Networks of computers, 
copper wires, fiber-optic 
cables, wireless networks, 
telecom towers … 

Files, folders & documents stored on 
millions of computers 

Depends on  Telecom infrastructures  The internet to work (without internet, 
the web does not exist) 

Precursors ARPAnet (US Dept of 
Defense) 

NSFNET (National Science Foundation 
Network) (Stanford – 1985) 

Start The first message was 
transmitted in the USA, in 
1969, between the army 
and universities.  

Military, then academics, 
then the general public.  

Became public mid 1980ies.  

 

1989 at the CERN (European Council for 
Nuclear Research) with Tim Bernes-
Lee’s proposal. 1991=1st website.  

1993=the CERN makes the WWW 
technology available on a royalty-free 
basis to the public domain. For the 
scientific community first.  
Commercial interests: mid 1990ies  

Governed 
by 

TCP/IP (Transmission 
Control Protocol/internet 
Protocol  

HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol) 
(and HTTPS for secured)  

Nature Essentially hardware (i.e. 
physical components) 

Software (i.e. sets of instructions which 
enable the hardware to perform tasks) 

Remember that with search engines you are searching the web and not the internet, 
even if the web needs the internet to function, and that you need a browser to navigate on 
the internet. One is to search, the other is to navigate the online world.  


