The three parts of the web in an nutshell

Think of the web as an iceberg, where most of it is not visible. The tip is the visible
part, the part which Google (and other standard web-search engines) can access. The rest,
the majority of online information, is below water and unreachable by Google and the likes.
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Let us take a close look at each of these web parts. Note that they are virtual
concepts. You don’t decide to go into the Deep web, but you know you are in it since it holds
the type of information we just mentioned.

The tip of the iceberg. The Surface or Visible or Open web is the one you access
using Google and any other standard web-search engines. This is the part of the web which
their spiders/bots are able to crawl, index and rank. It is also the part of the web most users
visit. It represents a very very small percentage of the whole web, between 5 and 10% (and
an even smaller one of the internet). It has all types of information, very good and very bad,

on any subjects, in any language, from any place around the earth, from any type of
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individuals or entities. It is a wild place, so use its content with vigilance and assess the

information you plan to use.

Let us move to the bottom of the iceberg : the Dark web. This one is under extreme
privacy, behind high walls, as what you may find there, are the gloomiest doings of humanity
(weapon, drug and human trafficking, illegal doings, child pornography, and worse). Tor

(www.torproject.com) is the browser most frequently mentioned to access the Dark web; it

allows you to navigate anonymously. Without going into details of the Dark web, be warned
that should you want to venture out there, there will be hard activities/pictures and possible
hacking. Something interesting resulting from the Dark web is the tools used which are very
privacy-oriented, and chosen by many regular web users to now surf on the visible web,
being fed up with GAFAMSs’ privacy breaches. Unless you investigate illegal doings, most

information pros do not venture out there.

The middle part of the web is the most interesting one for information pros, and a
large one. The Deep web has non-indexed websites (like the Dark web with which it shares

similar underlying technologies) that are invisible to standard web-search engines, and
which is thus absent from your search results.

Intranets, i.e. websites internal to companies or organizations, fill out a large part of
the Deep web, but there are also legal and legitimate content like paywalled publications,
databases and academic journals and research. Your bank account and medical record are
also there, which you appreciate being kept secret, some web content whose access is
limited/restricted through membership for some confidentiality (or other) issues,
information from professional providers usually subscriptions based (for a fee or not). Many
social networks, Facebook and LinkedIn are similar resources, where you can find lots of
users, groups, and pages that aren't indexed by mainstream search engines. All of those
represent a very large part of the web, especially as many commercial information providers
have almost all migrated to the web (before they were standalone applications).

To reach Deep web information, you usually navigate to their website, using their
URL; you sometimes need some access details (login, password...). The Deep web is a place
info pros cannot ignore, as a lot of its information can usually be trusted, either because it
comes from official entities (governments, organizations ...) or/and because most of it is
curated by professional providers. It is also organized, and search options are much more
extensive than the ones of the standard web-search engines.
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The Deep web can be organized into two groups:

Group 1.

Websites from many
professional information
providers, for free or for a fee,
and for which you need login
details.

You access these, using their
respective URL and the access

details given by their providers.

Group 2

Much web information is available for free but is too
large or/and inaccessible for the standard web-search
engines’ spiders/bots. You can still access these by
navigating to their websites and using their search
engine/system to drill down into their data and
information.

Examples of these resources are the numerous
governments and international organizations
statistical databases (from the IMF, the World Bank,
OECD, etc). Besides these official databanks, many
scientific, academic and corporate (company)
information is available in this way.

To know more, check:

Our Tips | Knowledge is power (infotoknowledge.com):

e (Tools) Google 3 basic mechanisms (crawling, indexing and ranking)

o (Resources) See how to access tons of great (free) resources that Google cannot

access

e (Techniques) The four ways to reach online information

As well as our Post There is a very large information world beyond Google... see how to access it |

Knowledge is power (infotoknowledge.com),

And our “Knowledge is Power” 3 handbooks, available on your local Amazon marketplace

(author: Christine Gardiol).
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